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Coniiuis-ionor'- a Attorney E. II. Little.
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(John J llOlhltS,
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Assistant Assessor J. II. Ikelor,
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STOVE AND TIN SHOP.N
ovMAiwtrrnp.nT.(vr!ARi,v opposite
MII.Ltltt'S ttTOUE.) UI.OUAIdUUR'l, PA.

Till? umlerel-ne- d hx J ul auod up, and onani-d- ,

bit new

MTOYi: A?l Ti hIOF,
In thle place, where lift la prevnrrd 10 make up new
'i'lr VVMtK nf ill kmde in In. line, and do repulr.
Ii.l Willi iipniiieri ami riitp.lr.h, i ) Mil- - nin.i run.
ennable term., lient-- u keep 'in liiitnl HToVKS ol
earioua puiirrna and tvle, which liu Hill aoll upon
lertoa tu .uil uurtlniter.

Give lii.o 'II. Ili.i-oo- t mechanic, and
of H I'lb'ic tnlrouu ;e.

JACOB MEI'Z.
Blooiu'kiir- -. Sepl. , ISM. ly.

pLASTER FOR SALE.

Th Undoi.iucd la about ISltlo u,i 4

Pl.'RVAl'R MILLS, and nil o&cr tu
llm public I i.NIi IIUMIIIKU 'ION bEif

AotiacoliM While lManleiv
pivpiirrtrl rva ty fur e in tu mil purchai
in. til any time .'rum llio tiiil uf ,jarcti ii;xt.

J. d. Mc.VlNCII.
i.'MUwi-a- , Jnn. if3, 1H07.

OCT AND SIIOE'SllOP.

OSCA P. QUITO .V,

i Mr puitlic t'ul ha i nuw pro
ptrrii tuiuaitulacturu alt kinds of

BOOTS AND SHOES,tea al the LOWEST IVmUe l'nas ;
at vhiirt nittfrn nml in tin viirv u.:- -t and Inlrai nivli-- i

Mr. (iirlnii. (a m wi in l.looiiiHinii;,) li.i
bad mnnv yvtf nl i ir.'uxoliil tip.-il- t uet wuli n r

rur K'mI work, innriiy and lionorult duui-i-
nu.tirpitiiard.

tCf IMa-- if irinl.iil.nl oil Sniltli F."tl fnrilBr of
M.nn uii'l Irini ptrt'i'iK, nvi-- J. K.Uirtuu'a Hioic.

DliKiiinjiir. Oc', 10, If'lili im

f;ORKS HOTEL,

CEO. ll7. MAtCER, Preprietor.
The above well known liuiel line rnreully iimli'r

on- - radimt cliaii(iia in ll luminal rraniinl,
and ita prnpript-i- anii.tuiKf-- in lit. iiinm:r ut,iui
ami Hie Iravi'llin puiilie i!i4t In acc uo.liiiiniia
tor the coiiilnrt uf lna auei. are .iicnud m ihuii! in
Hie cn:inlry. Ill inlile mil lnv ho Iniinil 'up
plied, mil Kill) wuli auli'Uuliul I'imil, bill with nl
lua drlic'icic ot' the mm. on. Ilia win iih.I l,jit,iri
iit.eiii tnni pnimiiir liL'VfraL'c known aa '.Vclhitrf,
purrlia.d direr.l from no iiini'irlin- - lion..'- -,

purt, and frit- - fri in ull miimiihiu ilriiUM. lie
it lliuukl'ul fur a lioi-ra- l pnlriiniiiii' in I he pu.l, aud
will cunliuue tu de.urve it in iim I'titure.

UliUilUt, V. M AUUEC.
Juiid 13. Ifllill.-- lf.

M AC1IIXE AND REPAIR SHOP.

THE undrr.i-nK- d would mnt reupcrifully an.
nnuuea to 11- 1- public -- .niTMlty, flint be ia pri'inri'd
tn riccllt,) nil kind- - itf MAI.'IIINKRV. al JnslJ'll
aUIAitl'LUSy Km: Mill V. iii lila.on-- 1 'u. where be
can .ltt :ti a be fiiiiuil ready tn do all kind, uf rrp,ur-in- (.

iin ludin- - Tlire-liin- a Ala biuei, mi l in -- Imn, all
kiiMli nl r'anuiiia Ul- - nil. ALSO, TI)ltNI! AMI
riTINO UP Of CASI IMJ AMI 1 AUIII V KK V.
doue on .burl nntice, in a auad uoikiiiiinJii.e uun
ni-- upon lite uini lerma.

Ilia Iomk experience in tlie biuiimaa aa In
the ahop ol Lewie ii. Maua nf Hue pl.ie, i'i r,v.;r
nine your- -, warrant bun In a lyiuc 'niit he mu nive
entire tu all who uui Itivnr Uiui Willi
Hei. work.

OEOUUE IIASSLRT.
BliKmi.biirf, Nov 31, IPfiQ.

FALLON HOUSE
pllP. nukwrlber havluj purchaied the 'Fallon
X Uou'e," In

laOUK HVl:., I'a ,
properly of E. W. Ilicony. 'would my to llin
riiiudiiiil ih.t lloiiNe, Ins iM',iiiiiiitunreti, and III' puii-
lie funnily. Dial lie lliiitnU in 'keep a II mil.,
with the acrotiiiiiiidiiiiiiua and cuiiiforu of a lluiraa,
aau bauibly aulir.ua their patronnee.

1. UITBVKIRK,
I.aleor the Madlenn llouae, Philadelphia.

I.ock llavell. Dec, , Hull.

jj ISS LIZZIE PKTERMAN,
Would annonnretn the lailii ol Rlimiinburitnnd

be pulille (i,ner.il!y. lllul .he Hat Juil leeeived Ifoin
he anatein ci'iea bur

p iriti ami Miimitici
j'. Plnr.k er

MILLINERY GOODS,
eonalatln- - nf ill urtirira unoally fniind in Aral rln-- a
Millinery elo. li r food- - ar-- of ibn ln- -t -- unliiy

adauioiia the luum baini.iiiiie and rheiti.t mllie
akrket Halt nud runw ili 'iu fur ymir.elvea.

Nobody -- imiild purrbare ,ImwIi re before -- iniilin.
Mi.iP-li-ru.il- -'. irk ui looii. Uoiuiei. uuda

ttiordei, on I ha ulion-- .t notice, or
ton on Mam eirai.t. 3j d or ketow tlie aturu of

Xaaoeiihall Buperi,
BtfOdltbilrt, .Hay , IdoU-- if.

UGS, DUUOS, DUUOS.
art Medleinee, nt John R. Mover', nrne HImi

eoroef Main aud Market Uirceta. A cuud
neat tt '

fPl BE IIRliOM,
Medlev Palnta. Oil and VnrnUho.. alwnva on
fcard.aa III be uld cheaper than at any otber
On I - Itwn.

. QUALITY OUAKANTEfil).
c' wrnfull eouipnuuded ut Mover',

iwh. atnra.
At Miuliciuoa aotdat Moyer'a Dm;

inre, (

Wi'llini Oordi-- l. Rak.r'a Cod Liter Oil,
Wialow'Pk --s Myrup, aold al moyer'a Drug

Mr any re. tant niedlcinea, call at Moyor".
H flora, '

Ulllier oi Varhftleaale anil retail, at"J. R.
Ijci'a I'mjB Pa.

'uy a. ieu. ',f '

iNATi; . V FOUNDRY.
.OO.MSIIUUO.CO-"?BI- A

CO., PA.
I fMhitnrlbnrprnprivlnr
the nimvH imiiic.l i

9tnhHtihmiiit,l now
4 to rcetiiitj ortJeri

SrV- -
til Kir ihinrry,

tatlnnary ee

iHh, tlfiS, kC. 4tC.
aa, all -- Ixee and

uaually made in
,,9W.ron- -i

, war.
"Eta. i Uruu n tba

HaiTii'a
ejla ten M ataaViik fof

,H kldt
MlabrattH' ItatLtcbawa
.,tlira

: Jit

IS rillLISIlKl) KVEIIY WKHNKSDAY IN

llLOOMflllUltd, l'A., 11 Y

WILLIAMSON II. JAIOIIY.
TRIIMH, i'J no In advance. If not pnld wilhln

BIX MONTH, Sn rent, additional will lit) cluir-r- d.

ID No paper di.cniitiiioiid until all ericam---at- a

paid ucepi.at ilia option nf ihe editor.

KATK8 OF ADVKItTISINO.

1l:li una, :oHTUTe rbCAIta.
fine one or three ...... 911

livery aiiucu,ueiu niaeriinn lev man 60

la. lid. 3. Da. It.

nn .o 3oo 4 on n.ou loon
Two fiiunrva, tl.Oo Soil li.l0 tl M.INI

Three .1,00 700 S.S0 I'Mfl IH.lHl

Pour aquare- -, II.IU HIO Hl.io M.OII Vn.OII

Half 'liiuiii. iii.iio i'.miii non ihihi rouo
One column. I3.n0 ioo Ai.tio :to.oo ao.no

Rifrumr'n and Adiiiini'lrntor'a Nnllni A.O'I

Auillmr'a Nmii'0 .'l.M
Oilier ailvurtl.i'iiiciiia In.urted aciuirdin tuapeciul

eomrii 't.
Ku.liiex uoilcei, willioul adveniwnicnt, twanty,

cenn p- -r Una.
rriiiiiilifiil aitvRrllRHniPiila pnynhla In adiHiico all

otlu'ra du. allcr I hi tlr.t uimiriinii.
0:7 OITICK-l- ii tiuivo'a Mock, Cor.of.M iln dan

iron Bln i'H.
Addreni, W. II. JACOnY.

ninoiuabHr. Oluinbi i Couniy, I'a

ru i;siii:.'rs m i:ss iu k.
Fvlhm-(Ji- hr.M nf the Svnalcantl llouxe r,f

lirjtretenMltrcs :
Tbe continued disorganization of flic

Uiiioti, to which the President hu.s so ollcn
called the attontion of Conresri, is yet a
Kuhjct t of piofoiind and iatiiuiio eoneorn.
We micy, however, find eoino relief from
that aiixic'y in the ri:6eirtion that the ia in-

fill political situtition, nit IkjuIi untried hy
our e'ves, is not new '.n the experience ol
natinuc.

Political Mcionco, perliap as highly per-
fected in our own time and country as in
any other, lias not yet ui.vcliwd any ns

hy which civil wurs call be absolutely pre
vented ; an enhslitencU nation, however,
with a wiso and heneficnt Ccnstitulinti of
free (iovcnmicnt, may diminish llicir fre
tiuencv and iiiiiit'iilo thir severity, by di'

all its iiriHtcedinv4 in accorduueo with
it.s fundmiiMiiid law. When a civil war has
been brought to a close, it la iiiaiiifi-.stl- tlie
first interest and duty of the State to repair
too injuria- winch the war has innietoi), ami
to Mct'tiro the benefit ol'thc lesions it teaches,
as fullvand a- - speedily as possible. This
duly was, upon the termination of the re-

bellion, promptly accepted, not only by tlu
r.xecutive Ifcpiirtinonf, but liy the msur- -

rectiouury States theuiflclves, and rcstora
lion in the first moment of peace was be
lieved to he as easy and certain as it was in
diM'ensiUi

'ill expo t t'ons, however, then so roa- -

sunnbly and confidently enlertaiiicd, were
disappointed by legislation from which I
('It conittraiiied, by my obligations to the
Constitution, to withhold my assent. It is,
(herefore, a kourecof prolbund regret that
in coiiijilyin with the obligation imposed
upon tlie President by the Coiistitiitioii, to
cive to t'otiuiohs liom time to time iiitorma
lion of the state of the Union, I itm unable
to coinmuiiieato any definitive adjustment
satisfactory to the Amm-icai- i people, of the
questions which, since the close of t'u re-

bellion, have uirit.ited the public mind. On
the contrary, candor compels me to declare
that at this time there is no Union as our
fathers understood 'lie term, and us they
incut, it to be understood by us. 'fho Union
which they established can exist only
where all the States are represented in
both Houses of Conmess, "w hero one Statu
is as free as another to regulate its internal
concerns according to its will," and where
tho laws ol' tho central government, -- triciiy
confined to matters of natioii.-i- l jurisdiction
apply '.viili eo.uul force to ail tho people of
every Miction.

That sr.i'li is not the prc-on- "state of the
Union" in a melancholy fact, and we ail
must acknowledge that the restoration of
the .States to llicir pioper lcual
with tho Federal (rovcrimient, and wiih ono
nnother, nccording to the terms of tho

comp'u:t, would he the greatest tin-poi.- il

hicsyint; which Uod, in Ins kindest
providence, could bestow upon this nation.

It becomes our imperative duty to con-

sider whether or not it U impossible to ef-

fect this most desirable consummation. The
Union and tho Constitution are inseparable.
As lonjt as one is obeyed by all parties, tho
other will be preserved; and if one is de-
stroyed, both must polish together. Tho
destruction of tho Constitution will bo fol-

lowed by other and still gica'er calamities.
It was ordained not only to form a moro

perfect. Union between tho States, but to
"establish justice, insure domestic tranquil.
ity, provide for the common defence, pro-

mote tho general welfare, tind secure tho
blessings of liberty to ourselves mi our
posterity." Nothing but implicit obedicneo
to its reipiiremciits, iu till parts of the
country, will accomplish theso great ends.
Without that obedience we can look forward
only to continual outrages upon individual
rights, incessant breaches of thoa public
peace, national weakness, financial dishonor,
the total loss of our prosperity, the general
corruption of morals, rind the final extinct-
ion of popular frcedoim To save our
country from evils so apalling as these, wo
should renew our efforts again and again.

To me the process of restoration seems
perfectly jl.iin and simple. It con-is- ts

merely iu a faithful application of tho Coii-

stitiitioii and the laws. Tho execution of
the Inws is not now obstructed or opposed
by physical force ; thero is no military or
other necessity, real or jirotcnded which
can prevent obedicneo to the Constitution,
cither North or South. All tho rights' and
all the obligations of Hiuto and individuals
can be protected and enforced by mcain
perfectly consistent with tho fundamental
(aw. The courts may be everywhere open,
and, if open, their process would bo unim-
peded, (.'rimes against tho United States
can bo provenlod or punished by the proper
judicial authorities m a uianuo? uounily
practicable ntid legal.

Thero is, therefore, no reason why the
Constitution should not bo oboyod, unless
those who etcrciso its powers have deter-

mined tliutit shall bo disreg rded and vio-

lated. The mere naked will of this Gov-

ernment, or of gome one or moro of its
brnuches, is the only obstacle that can exist
to it perfect Union of all the States. On
this momentous question, and some of the
meir'ttres growing nut of it, I havo had tho

ne to differ from Congress, and
havo expressed my convictions without

though with becoming deference to the
opinion of the J!gislativo Department. -

Thoso conviction) are notonly unchanged,
but strongtliod by subger-uen- t events and
further reflection. The transcendent impor-

tance of the subject will bo a sufficient ex-

cuse for calling your attention to some of
the rcasoua whtoh navo so sirongiy innuono- -

ed my own judgement
t

The hope that we

uiay all finally coucur in a mode of settle-
ment consistent at onoo with our truo inter-
ests, and with our sworn duties to tho Con-

stitution, is too natural and too just to bo

easily relinquished. '

It is clear to mv nnnrehension that tho
States lately in rebellion are still members
(it tho .National (I men. When uia tney
ceaso to be so if The "Ordinances of Seces-
sion" adopted by a portion in ino.- - t of them
a very sum II portion of their oitizens were
mere nullities. If wo admit now that they
woro valid and effectual for tho purpose in-

tended by their nuthors, wo swoon from
under our feet tlie wholo ground upon
which wo justified the war. Were thoso
State, aforwurds expelled from tho Union
by tho war? The direct contrary wits uver-re- d

by this government to bo its purpose,
and was so understood by nil those whogave
their blood and treasure to uid in its prose-
cution.

It cannot be that a successful war, wagod
for tho preservation of the Union, had the
legal effect of dissolving it. The victory of
the nation's arms was not tho disgrace of
her nolicy ; the defeat of Secession on the
battle-fiel- d was not tho triumph of its lawless
principles ; nor could Congress, with or
without the consent of tho Executive, do
anything which would havo the effect, di-

rectly or indirectly, of separating the States
from each other. To dissolvo tho Union is
to repeal tho Constitution which hold it
together, and that is a power which docs
not belong to uny department of this gov-

ernment, or to all of them united.
This is so nl.iiii that it ha.j leti acknowl- -

odeitid by ull hranrdies of tho Federal Gov-

ernment. The my predecessor,
as well as myself, and the heads of all the
departments have uiiiformerly acted upon
the principle that tho Union is not on'y

but indissoluble. Congress sub-

mitted an ainenilmeiit to the Constitution
to be ratified by tho Southern States, and
accepted their acts of ratification asa neces-
sary and lawful exercise of their highest
function. If they were not States, or were
States out of the Union, their consent to a
change in tho fundamental law of the
Union would have been nugatory, and Con-gros- s

in usking it committed a political ab-
surdity.

The Judiciary 1ms also given the solemn
sanction of its authority to the same view
of the easo, Tho Judges of tho Supreme
Court havejiicludod tbe Southern States in
their circuits, uud they are constantly, in
hnur. and elsewhere, exorcise jurisdiction
which docs not belong to them, unless those
States are States of tho Union. If the
Southern Slates arc component parts of the
Union, the Constitution is tho supremo law
for them, as it is for all tho other States.
They are bound to obey it. and so aro we.
The right of the hedcral Government,
which is clear and unquestionable, to en- -

roree me "constitution u;ion them, implies
the coielative obligation on our part to ob-
serve its limitations and execute guaranties.
Without tho Constitution wo aro nothing :
by, through and under thu Constitution wc

We may doubt the wisdom of tho law ;
wo may not approve of its provisions, but
we cannot violate it merely bocaiiso it seems
to canliiio our powers within limits nurrower
li.in we could wish. It is tu t a question of

individual, or class, or sectional interests,
much less of party predominance, but of
duty-- of high and sacred duty which wo
aro all sworn to perform. If wo cannot
support tho Constitution with the cheerful
alacrity oi thoso who love and beueve in it,
wo must give to it, at least, tho fidelity of
public servants who uet under solemn obli-
gations and commands which they dura not
disregnrd. The constitutional duty is not
tho only one which requires the States to bo
restm-a- ; there is another consideration,
which, though of miuor in: purlance, is yct
of great weight.

OU.IECf OK TUP. LATE AVAR.

On the day of July, 1801, Congress
declared by an almost unanimous vote of
both Houses, that tho war should bo con
ducted solely for the purpose of preserving
the Union an. 1 maintaining tho supremacy
of the Federal Constitution and laws, with-
out impairing tho dignity, cijualiiy and
riirhts of the Stales or of. individuals, and
that when this was done tho war should
cduse- - 1 do not say that this declaration is
personally liimling on those who joined
in making it, any moro than individual
members of Congress ore personally bound
to. pay a public debt created under a law for
which they vototl. 15ut it was a solemn
public official pledge of the nat ional honor,
and 1 cannot imagiiio upon what grounds
the repudiation of it is to bo justified.

If it be said that wo arc not bound to keen
fait wiih rebels, let it be remembered, this
promise, was not made to rebels only. Thou-
sands of truo men in the South were drawn
to our standard by it, und hundreds of thou-
sands in the North gave their lives in thu
belief that it would bo carried out. It Avas

made on the day after the first great battle
of the war had been fought and lo.,t. All
patriotic and intelligent men then saw the
necessity of giving such an aseiiranco, nud
believed that without it tho war would end
in disaster to our cause. Having given that
assqifnco in tii o extremity nf out peril, the
violation of it now, in thu tlay of our power,
would be a rude rending of that good faith
which holds tho moral world together. Our
counti-- would ceir-- o to have any cjaim up-
on the confidence of men. It wuttld make
tho war not only a failure hut a fraud.

Reing sincerely convinced that theso
views aro correct, 1 would be unfaithful tn
my duty if I did not recommend tho repeal
of the nets of Congress which phico ton of
the Southern States under tho domination
of military master". If culm reflection shall
satisfy a majority of your honorublo bodies
that the acts referred to are not only a vio-

lation of tho national faith, but in direct
conflict with tho Constitution, I dure not
permit myself to doubt that you will imme-
diately strike them from the statute book.
To demonstrate I ho unconstitutional charac-
ter of those acts, Inced do no more than
refer to their general provisions.

It'inust be seen at once that they nro au-

thorized.. To dictate what alterations shall
bo inailo in the constitutions of the several
States; to oontrol the elections of the State
legislators and State officers, memhors of
Congress and electors or President and
V'ico President by arbitrarily declairing who
shall voto and who shall bo excluded from
that privilege : to dissolvo Stato Icgisltures
or prevent thorn from assembling ; to dis-

miss judges and other civil functionaries of
the Smte and appoint others without rceard
to State law : to organize and operate all the
iioliticai machinery of the States ; to regu-
late the whole administration of their

and local affairs according to the
mere will of strange and irresponsible
agents sent among them for that purpose.

Those are not powers granted to the
Federal Government, or to any one of its

brandies ; not being-- granted, we violate our
trust by assuming thorn as palpably as ho

jvould by acting in the face of a rmsitive in-

terdict, for tho Constitution forbids us to do
whatever it does not affirmatively authorise,
even bv exnross words or bv clear implica
tion. If tiio authority we desire to use docs
not como to us through the Constitution,
wo can I'xccreiso it only bv iieurnutiun. and
usurpation is one of tho most dangerous of
(luiiueui crimes, oy uiui crime mo enemies
ot treo government in all ages nave work-
ed out their design bgainst public liberty
and private right. It loads directly and
immediately to tho establishment of abso-
lute rulo ; for undelegated power is always
unlimited ud unrestrained.

The acts of Coneress in Question are not
only objectionable for thoir assumption of
ungranted power, but many ot their provis-
ions are in conflict with the direct prohibi-
tions of tho Constitution. The Constitution
commands that a republican fbi'm of govern-
ment shall be guarantied to ull the Stums ;

that no person shall be deprived of lif'o. lib-

erty or property, without due process of law ;

arrested without a judicial warrant, or pun-
ished without a fair trial before an impartial
jury ; that tho privilege of halets corpu
snail inn uu uvuiuu in iiiuu in Hjnce, unit
that no bill of attainder shall be passed even
against a single individual. Yet the system
of measures established by these acts of
Congress does totally subvert and destroy
the form as well as tho substance of repub-
lican government In tho ten States to
which they apply it binds them hand and
foot in absolute slavery, and subjects them
to a strango ami hostile power more unlimi-
ted und moro likely to bo abused than any
other now known among civilized men,

It tramples down all those rights in which
tho essenca of liberty consists, and which a
free government is always most careful to
protect It denies the habcm corpim and
trial by jury. Personal freedom, property
and life, if assailed by tho passion, thu prej-udit- o

or the rapacity of tho ruler, have no
security whatever. Tt has tho effect of a
hill of attainder, or bill of pains und penal-
ties, not upon a few individuals, but upon
whole masses, including the millions who in-

habit tho subject States, and even their un- -

lioruchililteu. 1 hose wruui's being erpress-I- v

fiirhiildcn, ciinnot be constitutionally in-

flicted upon any portion of our people, no
matter how they may havo como within our
jurisdiction, and no liiattcPwWlier they
live in States, Territories or Ilistrrcw.

I have no de.-ir- e to save from the proper
and just consequences of their great crimo
those who cmiagcd iu rebellion against the
government but us a mod- - of punishment,
tlie measures under consideration are the
most unieasoiialilo that could he invented.
Many of those persons are perfectly innocent
Many were incapable of any legal offence.
A large proportion even of the persons jihlo
t. bear iirms were foic-e- into tlie rebellion
against llieir will, und of those who are
guilty with their own consent, the decrees
of guilt are as various as the shades of their
chnrnctor and temper.

Rut those acts uf Congress confound them
ull together in one common doom. Indi
criminate vengeance upon classes, sects and
parlies, or upon whole communities for of-
fences committed by a portion of them
against tho government to which they owed
obedience, was common in tho barbarous
ages of tho world. But Christianity und
eivilizati.m have made such progress, that
recourse to a punishment so cruel and unjust
would meet with tho condemnation of all
unprejudiced and richt-ininde- d men. The
punitive justice of this ago, and especially of
this country, does not consist in stripping
whole States of their liberties und reducing
all their people, without, distinction, to tho
condition of slavery. It deals separately
with each individual, confines itself to the
forms of law. and vindicates its own purity
by an impartial examination, of every cose
before a competent judicial tribunal.

If this docs not satisfy nil our desires
with recard to Southern rebels, let us eon
sole ourselves by reflecting that a free Con-

stitution, triumphant in Avar uud unbroken
in peace, is worth far moro to us and our
children than the gratification of any present
leeiing.

I am aware it is assumed that this system
ot government ot tlie houtheru "Mates is
not to be perpetual. It is true tiiL military
government is to be only provisional, but it
is thrqugh this touqiorury evil that a greater
evil is to ho made perpetual. If tho guar- -
ttesot tlie L (institution can le broken pro-
visionally to serve a temporary purpose, uud
in part only of the country, wc can destroy
them everywhere, and for all time. Arbi-
trary measures often change, but they gen-
erally change for the worie.

It is the enrso of despotism that it has
no halting place. The intermitted excercise
of iis power brings no sonce of security to
its subjects, for they can never know what
moro they will be called upon to endure when
its red right hand isurincd to plague them
again. Nor is it possible to coniccturo how
or where power unrestrained by law may
seek its next victims. Tne States that are
still free may bo enslaved at any moment,
for if tho Constitution docs not protect all it
protects none.

Ii is manifestly and nvowedly the object
of these laws to confer upon negroes the
privilego of voting, and to disfranchise such
a number of white citizens as will give the
former a c'lear majority at all elections in
Southern States, This, to tho minds of
some persons, is so important, that a viola-

tion of tho Constitution ia justified as a
means of bringing it about.

The morality is ulways false which excuses
a wrong because it proposes to accomplish a
desirable end. We arc not permitted to do
evil that good may come. Rut in this --case
the end itself is evil as well as the mentis.
The subjugation of States to negro domina-
tion would be woi.-- than the military des-

potism under which they urn now suffering.
It was believed beforehand that thu people
would endure any amount of military op-
pression for any length of time, rather than
degrndo thcmsolveH by subjection to tho
negro race. Thorolbrc they nave boon loft
without a choice. '

Negro suffrage was established by act of
Congress, and tho militury officers were com-

manded to superintend the process of cloth-
ing the negro race with political privileges
torn from white men.

The blacks of the South aro entitled to be
well and humanely governed, and to have
tho protection of just laws for all their rights
of person and property. If it woro practi-
cable at this timo to give them a government
exclusively their own, under which thoy
might manage thoir own affairs in their own
way, it would become o grave question
whether we ought tn do so, or whether com-

mon humanity would not require us to favo
them from themselves,

Rut, under the circumstances, this Is only
a speculative point. It Is not proposed
merely that they shall govern themselves

but that they shall rule the whiterace, mako
and administer Stato laws, elect Presidents
and members of Congress, and shape, to a
greater. or.

less cxtont,
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tho

.11
future
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dostiny
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tne whole country, uou u suen a irusianu
power bo safe iu such hands ? The peculiar
qualities which should characterize any peo-

ple, who are fit to douido upon the manage-nicn- t

of public affairs for a great State, have
seldom been combined.

It is the glory of white mon to know that
they have had those qualities in sufficient
measure to build upon this oontition to great
political fabric, and to preserve its stability
for more than niuoty years, while in every
other part of iho world all similar experi-
ments have failed. Rut if anything can bo
proved by known facts ; if all reasoning up-

on evidence is not abandoned, it must be ac-

knowledged that in tho progress of nations
negrnos liavo shown less capacity for govern-
ment than any other race of people. No
independent government of any form has
ever boon successful in their hands. On
tho coutrary, wherever they huve been left
to thoir own devices they have shown a con-

stant tendency to relapse into barbarism.
In tho Southern States, however, Con-

gress has undertaken to confer upon them
tho privilege of the ballot Just released
from shivery, it may be doubtful whether,
us a class, they know, more than their an- -

cestors, now to organize una, rcguiato civu
society. Indeed, it is admitted that the
blacks of tho South aro not only regardless
of the rights of property, but so uttnrly ig
n orui it of public affairs that their voting can
consist in nothing moro than carrying a bal
lot to the place whero they are directed to
deposit it.

I need not remind vou that the exercise
of tho elective franahisa is tho highest at-

tribute of an American citizen, and that
when guided hy virtue, iuteljigence and
patriotism, and o proper appreciation of our
free institutions, it constitutes the true basis
of a Democratic form of Government, in
which the sovercijiu power is lodged in the
bodv of the nentilu. A trust artiiiciallv cre
ated, not for its own sake, but solely as, a
means of promoting the general welfare, its
influence for good must necessarily depend
upon the elevated character and truo allegi-

ance of the oleetor ; it ought, therefore, to
be reposed in nono except those who, are
fittod. morally and mentally, to administer
it well, for if conferred, upon persons who
do not justly csiimatc its value, and who
are indifferent as to its results, only
s :rvo us a means of placing power in tho
hands of the unprincipled und ambitious,
and must eventually cud in the complete
destruction of that liberty of which it
should be the most powerful conservator,
I have, therefore, heretofore urged upon
your attention the great danger to be

from an untimely extension of
tho elective franchise to any new cltisi in
our country, especially when tlie largo ma-
jority, in wielding the power thus placed in
their bands, cannot, be expected correctly
comprehend the duties and responsibilities
Avhich pertain to suffrage. Yesterday, as
it wort!, tout millions of persons were CM
iu a condition of slavery that had existed
for generations. To-da- y they are fraomen,
and arc assumed by law to be citizen?. It
cannot be presumed from their previous
condition of servitude that as a class they
are as well iuforniiid us to tho nature of our
government us tho intelligent foreigner who
makes our land tlie noma ol In- - choice.

In the case of the latter, neither n n

nf live veins nor the knowledge of our
institutions which it gives, nor attachment
to thu principles of tho Constitution are tho
only conditions upon which lie can be ad-
mitted to citizenship. He must prove, in
addition, a good moral character, and thus
give reasonable ground for the nchct that
he will bo faithful, to thu obligations which
he assumes as a citizen of tho Republic
Where a people, tho source of all political
power, speak by their suffrages through the
instrumentality of tho ballut-bo- it mu-- t be
carefully guarded against the control of those
who aro corrupt iu principle and enemies of
liv.e institutions, lor it can only become to
our pohticul ami social system n safe con-

ductor of healthy popular sentiment when
kept free from demoralizing influences.
Controlled through f raud and usurpation by
the designinc, anarchy and despotism must
inevitably follow. In tho hands of tho pa-

triotic and worthy our government will bo
preserved upon the principles of tho Con-

stitution inherited from our fuihers.
It follows, therefore, that in admitting to

the hullot-bo- x a new class of voters, not
qualified for tho exercise of the, elective
franchise, we weaken our system of govern-
ment instead of adding strength uud dura-
bility.

I yield to no ono in attachment to that
rule of general suffrage which distinguishes
our policy as a nation. Rut thero is a limit,
wisely observed hitherto, which makes the
ballot a privilego and a trust which requires
of some classes a time suitable for proba-

tion aud preparation. To give it indiscrimi-
nately to a now class, Avltolly unprcpar.d by
previous habits ond opportunities, to per-

form tho frust which it demands, is to de-

grade it, and finally destroy its power, for it
may bo saftdy assumed that no political truth
is better established than that such in-

discriminate and id --embracing extension of
popular suffrage must end at last in its over-

throw and destruction- -

I repeat tho expression of my willingness
to join in any plan within tho scopo of our
constitutional authority which promises to
better the condition of the negroes in tho
South, by encouraging them in industry, en-

lightening thoir minds, improving their
morals and uivimr protection to all their
just rights ifn freedom. Rut tho transfer of

i... i t i ?. . .i i jour pouneui inneniance to mem, vruuui, in
my opinion, be an abandonment of a duty
Avhich we owe alike to the memoiy of our
fathers and the rights of our children.

Tho plau of putting thn Southern States
wholly, and the General Governmein part-

ially," into the hands of negroes, is proposed
at a timo peculiarly unpropitious. The
foundations of society huve been broken up
by civil war. Industry must be reorganized,
lustico publio credit maintain
ed, and order brought out of confusion.
To accomplish these ends would require ull
tho wisdom and virtue of the great men who
formed our institutions origionally. I con-

fidently believe Unit their descendants will
be equal to the arduous task before thorn ;

but it is worse than madiuvs to expect that
negroes will perform it for us. Certainly l

we ought not to ask their assistance until we
despair of ourown competency.

The great ilillerenco between the two races
in physical, mental and moral characteristics
will prevent an amalgamation or fusion ot
I hem together in one homogeneous mass.
TP the inferiority obtains the ascendency
over the oilier, it will govern with reforence
only to its own interest for it will recognize
no common interest und create such a ty-

ranny as this Continent baa never yet wit

nessed. Already the nogroos are influenced
by promises of confiscation and plunder;
they are taught to rocognjso as an enemy
every white man who has any respect for
tho rights of hU own rcce.

' this continues it mu-i- t become worse
and worso, until all order will bo subverted,
all industry cease, and the fertile fields of
tho South grow up into a wildornoss. Of
all the dangers which our nation has yet en-
countered, none are equal to thne which
must result from tho success of the effort
now making to Africanize tho half of our
country.

I would not put considerations of money
ju competition with justioo and right, but
tho exponoes incident to reconstruction under
tho system adopted by Congress aggravate
what 1 regard as intrinsic wrong of the meas-
ure itsolf, It has cost uncounted millions
already, and if persisted in will add largely
to the weight of taxation already too oppres-
sive to be borno without just comflaint, and
may finally reduce the treasury of tho nation
to a condition of bankruptcy.

We must not delude ourselves. It will
require a strong standing army, and probably
moro than two bund ed m llio s of d tars
per annum to maintain the supremacy nf
negrogovernments after they aro established.
The sum thus thrown away would if propor- -

- useu, i or in a sinning mnu targe cnouitn
to pay tho whole national debt in loss than
fifteen years. It is vain to hope that negroes
will maintain their ascendency themselves.
Without military power they are wholly in
capable of holding in subjugation the white
people of the South. I submit to the ludir- -

mcnt of Congress whether the public credit
may not be injuriously atlcuted by a system
of measures like this. With our debt, and
the vast nrivato inerosts which are compli
cated with it, we cannot be too cautious of
a policy wtcli might by possibility impair
llio commence ol the world in our govern-
ment That confidence can only be retain
ed by carefully inculcating the principles of
justice and honor on tho popular mind, and
by the mo-i- t scrupulous bdslity to all our en
gagement) ot every sort. Any serious
breach of tho organ:o law, persisted in for a
considerable time, cannot but create fears
fur the stability of our institutions. Habit
ual violation nf prescrilied rules, which we
bind ourselves to observe, must demoralize
the people Our only standard of civil duty
being set at naught, the sheet anchor of our
political morality is lost, tho public con-
science swings from its moorings and yields
tn every impulse ot passion and interest.
If we repudiate the Constitution we will not
be expccteJ to care much for mere pecuniary
obligations.

The violation nf such a pledge as we made
on the rjd day ot July, lSOI, will assuredly
diminish the market value of our promises :
besides, if wo now acknowledge that the
Tii.iioiial debt was created not to hold the
State m tho Union, as the were
led to suppose, but to ex pell them from it
and hand them over to be governed by ne-

groes, the moral duty to pay it may seem
much loss clear. I say it may seem so, for
1 do not uuuiit that this or any other argu-
ment in favor of ropudation can be enter-
tained as sound ; but its influence on some
classes of minds may well be apprehended.
The financial honor of a great commercial
nation, largely indebted, and with a republi
can form of government administered by
agents of tho popular choice, is a thin ,' of
such delicate texture, and tjie destruction ot
it would bo followed by such unspeakable
calamity, that every true patriot must desire
to avoid whatever might expose it to the
slightest danger. .

The great interets of thn country require
immediate rclcaf from these enactments.
Ro.-'ine-ss in the South is paralyzed by a sense
of general insecurity, a terror of confiscation
and the dread of negro supremacy.

The Southern trade from which the North
havo derived so great a profit under a gov-

ernment of law, still languishes, and can
never he revived until it ceases to be fetter-
ed by tho arbitrary power which makes all
its operations unsafe. That rich country,
the richest in national rosoures the world
ever saw, is Avorso than lost, if it be not
soon placed under the protection of a free
constitution. Instead of its being as it
ought to be, a source of wealth and power,
it will become an intojoruble burden upon the
test of the nation.

Another reason for retracing our steps
will doubtless bo seen by Congress in the
late manifdJtitionsTof publio opinion upon
this subject. We live in a country whore
popular will always forces obedicneo to itself,
sooner or later. It is vain to think of op-

posing t with anytliingshort of legal author-
ity, bucked by overwhelming force. It can-

not have escaped your attention that, from
the day on which Congress 'fairly and form-

ally presented the prpposition to govern the
Southern States by military force, with a
view to the ultimate establishment of negro
supremacy, every expression of the general
sentiment has been more or less adverse to
it. The affections of this generation cannot
be detached from tho institutions of their
ancestors. Their determination to preserve
the inheritance of free government, in their
own hands, and trammut it undivided and
unimpaired, to their own posterity, is too
strong to be successfully opposed. Every
weaker passion will' disappear before that
lovo of hbortv and law for which the Amer
ican peoplo are distinguished above all oth-

ers in the world.
How far tho duty of the Presidrtit to

p isjrve, protect and defend tbe Constitu-

tion," lequires him to go on in opposing an
unconstitutional act of Congress, is a very

serious and important question, on which I
have deliberated much and felt extrcmoly
anxious to reach a proper conclusion.

Where an act has been passod according to

the forms of the Constitution, by tho su-

premo legislative authority, and is regular-
ly enrolled among thepublio --tatutos of the
country, Executive resistance to it, eipocially
in time of high party excitement, would be

likely toproilu;e violent collision between the
respective adtiercnts of tho two branches of
the government. This would he simply civil

war, anil civil war must be resorted to only

as thelavt remedy for tho wont of evils.
Whatever might tend to provoke it should
bo most carefully avoided. A faithful and
conscientious magistrate will concede very
much to honest error and something even to
pcrverscmalice, before ho will endanger the
publicpoaco, and he will not adopt forceable
measures, or such as might lead to force, as

mg as those which are peaceable leuiaiu
open to him or to bis constituents.

It is truo thaU-asc- s may occur in whioh

the Executive vfould be com polled to stand
on its rights, and maintain them regardless
oi all consequences. IfCongress should pass

an act which is not only in palpable conflict

with the Constitution, but Will, certainly, if
curried out, produce immediate and irrepar-
able injury to the organic structure of the
govemmenf, and if there be noithor judicial
remedy for the wrongs it infliots, nor power

in the people to protect themselves without
the official aid ot their elected, defender;
if, for instance the Legislative Department
should pass an act even through all the
forms of law, to abolish a de-
partment of the government, in such a com,
tho President must take tho high responsi-
bilities of his office, and tavo the life of the
nation at all hazard.

Tho Reconstruction acts, though
us plainly unconstitutional as any that can be
imagined, wore not believed to be within the
class lust mentioned. Tho people were not
wholly di armed of tho power of
la all the Northern States thoy still held in
their hands the sacred rights of tbe ballot,
and it was safe to boliove that in due time
tbey would como to the rescue of thoir own
institutions. It gives me pleasure to add.
that the appeal to our common constituency
was not taken in vain, and that my confi-
dence in tboir wisdom and virtue teema not
to have been misplaced.

It is well and publicly, known that enor-
mous frauds havo been perpetrated on thu
Treasury, and that colossal fortune hive
been made at the public expenoe ; this spe-
cies of corruption has increased, is increasing
and if not diminished, will soon bring us into
iuiui mm ana uisgraoe, ine puouc credit-
ors and the are alike interested
in an honest administration of the finance,
aud neither class will long endure tho high-
handed robberies that have recently occur-
red. For this discreditable state or things
thorc are several causes. Some of the taxes
are so laid as to present an irresistable
temptation to evade payment The great
sums which officers may win by connivanoa
at fraud, create a pressure which is moro
than the virtue of many can withstand, aud
there can be no doubt that the open disre-
gard of constitutional obligations avowed by
some, of the highest aud most influential
men in the country, has greatly weakened
the moral sense of those who serve in subor-
dinate places.

The expenses of the United States, in-

cluding interest on the publio debt, aro moro
than six times as much as they wore seven
years ago. To collect and disburse tblsvast
amount requires careful supervision as well
as systematic vigilance. The system, never
perfected, was much 'disorganized by tho
"Tenure of Office bill," which has almost
destroyed official accountability. The Pres-
ident may bo thoroughly convinced that an
officer is incapable, dishonest and unfaith-
ful to the Constitution, but, under the law '

which I have named, the utmost he can do
is to complain to tho Senate, and ask the
privilege of supplyim? his placo with a bet-

ter man. If the Senate be regarded as per-
sonally or politically hostile to tho President,
it is natural and not altogether unreasonable
tor tho officer to expect that it will take his
part as far as possible, restore him to hia
place, and give him a triumph over his Ex-- '

ejutivc superior.
The officer has other chances of Impunity

arising from accidental, defects of evidence,
the mode of investigating it and the soorosv
of the hearing. It is not wonderful that
official malfeasance should become bold in
proportion as the dclinnuents learn to think
themselves safe. I am entirely persuaded
thut undor such a rule the President canuot
perform the ereat duty assumed to him of
seeing the laws faithfully executed, and that
it disables him most especially trom entoro-in-e

that rinid accountability which is neces
sary to the due execution of the Revenue
laws.

Tho Constitution invests the President
with authority to decide whether a removal
should be made in any given case ; the act
of Congress declares in substance that he
shall only accuse such as he supposes to be
unworthy of their trust The Constitution
makes him the sola judgo in the premises',
but the statute takes away his jurisdiction.
transfer' it to the ' Senate, aud leaves him
nothing but the odious, and sometimes im
practicable, duty ot becoming a prosecutor.
The prosecution is to be conducted before a
tribunal whose members aro not, like him,
esponsible to the whole people, but to sepa

rate constituent bodies, and who may bear
his accusition with great disfavor. The
Senate is absolutely without any known
standard of decision applicable to such a
case, its judgment cannot be anticipated,
for it is not governed by any rule.

The law does not define what shall be
deemed good cause for removal j it is im
possible even to conjecture what may or
may not be so considered by the Senate.
The nature of the subject forbids clear proof.
if the chnrge be incapacity, what evidence
will support it ? Fidelity to tho Constitu
tion may bo understood or misunderstood in
a thousand different ways; and by violent
party men, in violent party times, unfaith-
fulness to the Constitution may even
come to be considered meritorious. If the
officer bo accused of dishonesty, how shall
it be made out? Will it be inferred from
acts unconnected with publio duty, from
private history, or from general reputation ?
Or must the President await the commis-
sion of an actual misdemeanor in office?
Shall he, in the meantime, risk the charac-
ter an J interest of the nation in the hands of
men to whom he cannot give his confidence?
Must ho forbear his complaint until the
mischiof is done and cannot be prevented ?
If his zeal in the public service should impel
him in nntiniriute the overt act, must ho
move at the peril of being tried himself for
the offence of slandering bis subordinate ?
In tho present cirenmstaaces of the country,
some ono must be held responsible for offi-

cial delinquency of every kind. It is ex-

tremely difficult to say where that responsi-
bility should be thrown, if it be not left
where it has been placed by the Constitu-
tion. Rut all just men will admit that tb.3
President ought to be entirely relieved from
such responsibility, if he eannot meet it by
reason of restrictions plueod by law upon bis
action.

The unrestricted power of removal from
ofhee is a very great ono to be trusted even
to a Magistrate chosen by the goneral suff-

rage of tho wholo people, and accountable
directly to thorn for hi acts. It is undoubt- - '

edly liable to abuse, aud at some ponods of
our history perhaps has been abased. If it
be thought desirable and constitutional that
jt should be so limited as to make the Pres-
ident merely a common informer againsfcoth-e- r

publio agents, he should at least be per-

mitted to act iu that cap-ci-
ty before some

open tribunal, independent of party polities,
ready to .investigate the merits of every
cae, furnished with the means of taking
vidence, and bound to decido according to

established rules. This would guarantee
the safeti of the accuser when be acts in
good faith, and at the same time secure the
rights of the other party. I speak of eourso

with all propper respect for the ftment
Senate, but it does not seem ww a--
legislative body can be so wnatttuted tu
insure iu fitness for tftIt is not the theory
that pullie offil w the property of tfcee

a.


